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child. During the State's case, the defendant called the
complainant's mother to testify. The testimony was

that the mother had knowledge of certain
conversations between the defendant and the

complainant and that she had been married to a
young man before this incident with the defendant
took place. This testimony was objected to by the

State and the objection was sustained. The defendant
never made an offer of proof. The defendant contends
that the testimony of the mother regarding knowledge

of the conversations was proper for impeachment
purposes. However, the defendant has not directed
this court to any case law that would support such

contention. We note that at trial, no offer of proof was
made as to how this testimony would be impeaching
the complainant or of its admissibility for any other

purpose. As a general rule, there must be an offer of
proof if one desires to secure the reversal of a
judgment for the exclusion of evidence, as the

exclusion of evidence is a step in the trial of a case.
Jones v. State, 595 So.2d 846 (Ala.Cr.App.1991).

Finally, the defendant contends that it was improper
for the prosecutor to ask a state witness about

statements by the defendant that were made in the
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presence of law enforcement officers and to which the
defendant had not been present. The officer testified
that the defendant told him that if he could find any

drugs on the *840 defendant, he would deal with him.
The defendant contends that this questioning was

irrelevant, prejudicial, and immaterial and that he was
denied his right to confront witnesses against him. The
State contends that the questioning was not improper
and that it was proper for the prosecutor to be allowed

to impeach the defendant by introducing the very
evidence that the defendant had previously

threatened a law enforcement officer with harm. The
State contends that the defendant cannot "legally

dictate to the state the means by which it may
impeach a party's witness." This is a valid argument.
There are numerous cases in which it has been held

that the police cannot reveal the fruits of their

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

                               6 / 6

http://www.tcpdf.org

